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Oz

Bu calismanin amaci, Avrupa Birli§i Egitim Alanindaki Eylem Programi acisindan aday (lkeler
olarak Turkiye ve Lilvanya ile iiye llke olarak Ingiltere arasinda karsilastirmali bir analiz yapmaktir.
Galismada dokiimanlara dayah betinileyici yontem kullanilmistir. Once Ulkelere iliskin veriler sunulmus,
sonra karsilastirma yapilmistir. Sonug olarak, Avrupa Birligi Egitim Alanindaki Eylem Programi agisindan
Ingiltere’nin Lilvanya ve Tirkiye’den ayrica Litvanya’nin da Tlrkiye’den daha basaril oldugu anlasiimistir.
Avrupa Birligi'ilin egitim amagclarina yakinhk agisindan da ayni durum siiz konusudur. Bu iki tlke (Turkiye
ve Lilvanya) Avrupa Birli§gi Egditim Alanindaki Eylem Programi'nin 6énemli bir parcasi olan Socrates
Programi’na daha fazla énem vermelidirler.

Analilar Sézcikler: Avrupa Birligi, egitim alanindaki eylem programi

Abslracl

The purpose of this study is to 1ake a comparative analysis betiveen the United Kingdom as a member
and Turkey and Lithuania as candidate countries for the European Union Action Programme in the Area
of Education. In the study, a deseriptive niethod has been used on the dociiments. Therefore, the data related
to the countries is presented and a comparison has been made. The results indicate thai the United Kingdom
is more successful in practice than Turkey and Lithuania. Moreover, Lithiiania is 1nore successful in
praclice Ihan Turkey. Moreover, Turkey has no projects regarding the European Union Action Programme
in the Area of Education. It is suggested that, if the candidate countries -Turkey and Lithiiania- want to
accomplish the action programme to the same degree of success as the members -as the United Kingdom-
they \vill firstly have to reorganise theireducational goals. It is also argued that Turkey and Lithuania sliould
give serions iniportance to the Socrates Programme as an integral part of “the European Union Action

Programme in the Area of Education".

Kcy words: European Union, action programme il education

Introduction

The continnation of huiman life as social existence
based on globalization that aims for a inoie conscious
use of \vorld resources has made the groiviiig together of
countries 1inavoidable. One example of siicli coopeiation
is the European Union. The unioil that \vas established at
beginning of this century is likely to be confronted with
different pioblems. I the same \vay, the countries of the
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union, being sensitive to these pioblems, combine with
eacl other in slow and careful effort. This combination
has been based on the featiires that aie the parts of the
political, cultiral, economic, and social \vhole. One of
the featnres of tliis process is the union of education tliat
is lequired betiveen the 111iember countries (European
Union, 2002a).

Education is a plimary coliceni of goveniment in
ali Enropeati countries, but the stnictures of education
systennis differ cousiderably, both \vithin and betiveer
countries. Thele is a great valiety of responsibilities in
Eulope for the funding, maiiageinent and evaluation of
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ediication and training. There are different appioaclies
lo piivate and specialist schools, apprcnticeship and
vocational training, higher and fuitlier ediication,
examinations and qualifications.

and different sectors witliin
countries, do not have a common terminology to
describe skills, occupational titles and job qualificatiolis.
Moreover, as the blackboard gives way to the keyboaid
and the coiicept of lifelong leaining beconies a reality,
acquiring skills and knowledge is increasingly a matter
of individual respouisibility. In this 1apidly evolving
arena, the European Union is a forum for the exchaiige
of ideas and good piactice. It does not have a ‘common
ediication policy’, 1or a top-down appiloach. While each
Member Country 1emains responsible for the content and
olganization of its edication and training systems, the
EU provides:

Diffcrent countries,

e Multinational education, training and youth

partnerships.

e Exchange schemes and opportiinities to leari
abroad.

¢ Innovative teaching and learning projects.

e Netivorks of academic and professional

expertise.

* A framevvork to address across-the-board issues,
such as new tcchnologies in education and the
inteniational recognition of qualificatiolls.

« A platform for
benchniarking and policy-making.

colisensus,  comparisons,

This European dimension is based on a close
partnership wilh the Member Countries. It is open to
evelyolle conceriied \vith education - from individual
school teacliers,
managers, university iectors, professional organizatiols,

classes, paients and students lo
expelts and government ministers - and with training in
ali forius, at ali ages.

The challenge in the Directorate-Gelleral for
Education and Cultiire is to help to preseive the best
of the diveisity of educational experielice in Enrope,
whilc hamessing it to raise standards, reiove obstacles

lo leaining opportinities and rneet the educational
requirements of the 21'1centiry.

Similarly, the department of the European
Commission, plays a majér role in anticipating these
requirements, Iaisillg aivareiiess, supporting European
policy-making and creating the

implement EU policies.

mechanisms to

The policy des'elopmerit process is based on opell
coordination and wide consultalion, reflecled in
Whi(e Papers, declarations, resolutions and the joint
definition of objectives rather ihan the EU’s heaviest
legal instruments, regulations and diiectives. Examples
are the \Vhite Paper on youth and the Coinminicatioln
on lifelong leamiing adopted by the Commission in
November 2001.

The mechanisms for implenienting policies inclide
EU funding progranimes for education, training and
youth. These have piovided a great deal of piactical
experielice in the past 15 yeals, providilig a solid basis
for extending their achievements Ihirough bioader
iniliatives. The funding progranimes are maiiaged on a
largely decentralized basis, with national agencies in ali
participating countries.

Action plaus, designed to dralv on a \vider 1ange
of Commission Services and resources, and work
progranimes, to follosv 1p reports by European ediication
experts reqiiested at the political level. Examples of these

niore recelit inistruments inclide:

« the Mobility Aclion Plan, supported by EU
government leaders in Deceliiber 2000;

o the eLearning Action Plan,
Commission in March 2001;

adopted by the

e the Action Plan on Skills and Mobility,
provisionially scheduled for adoplion in Jannary
2002;

» the woik prograiiime to implement a report on
the coliciete future objectives of education and
training systems,
Febriary 2002.

scheduled for adoption in

Since education and training have broad iniplicatiols,
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the Directorate-Gelieral for Education and Cultiire works
in close liaison with other Commissioll departments on
such issues as skills and mobility, e-lcaming and lifcloig
learning, employment and social incliision.

This is reflected in a growving climate of innovation
and closer cooperatioll betiveen inslitiutions in ihe
Meniber Countries. For example, ministers from 30
countries have resolved to create a ‘European higlier
ediication area’ by the year 2010.

The union has put into practice the kind of
prograniiies ielated to the edncation (Europe Union
2002b). One of these is Leonardo da Vinci. Leonardo
da Vinci is the action programnie for implementing
the European Cominunity’s vocational training policy,
sipporting, and sipplementing action taken by the
Member Countries. The other one is Tempus. Tempus is
the tians-Enropean piogramme of cooperation in higler
ediication, established in 1990. Tempiis is a Comminiity
aid schenie for the restnicturinng of higher edication
systems in tliese countries in order to adapl Iliem to the
lequiremerits of a market ecoliomy.

Another one, which is especially exaiiined in this
stidy, is SOCRATES. The union put into practice
Socrates Programnie in 1994 (Europe Union 2002b).The
bidgets for programs in preparatory period have been
determined as 1.500.000 Euro and 1.100.000 Euro for
Socrates and Leonardo da Vinci (MEB 2001a).

Socrates is the European programnie for ediication.
Its aim is to promote the European dimeiision and
to improve the quality of ediication by elncouragiiig
cooperatioll betiveell the participatiiig countries.

The programnie sets out to develop a Europe of
knoivledge and thus better caler for the major challenges
of this nelv century: to promote lifelong learning, to
encolirage access by everybody to ediication, to acqiire
qualifications and recogiiized skills.

The first pliase of the Socrates programnie was
for five yeais (1995-1999). The programnie has been
renieived and the second phiase will run for seven yeals
(2000-2006). Socrates has a biidget of 1 850€ million for
the seven-year period.

Socrates conprises eiglit sepalate actiolls:
1. Couienins: school ediication
2. Erasnitis: higlier ediication

3. Grundtvig: adult ediication and other ediication

patinvays

4. Lingua: learning and teaching of European
langnages

5. Minerva: infomiation and communicalion

teclinologies in ediication

6. Observation and innovation of ediication systems
and policies

7. Joint actions with other European progranimes
8. Supplemelitary measiires

The European Union has 15 member countries
today. The countries that have applied aie (Europe Union
2002¢):

. Turkey: application received on 14 Apiil 1987;

. Cyprus: 3 July 1990;

. Malta: 16 July 1990;

. Hungary: 31 March 1994;

. Poland: 5 April 1994;

. Romatiia: 22 Jine 1995;

. Slovakia: 27 Jine 1995;

. Latvia: 13 October 1995;

. Estoliia: 24 November 1995;

. Lithuania: 8 December 1995;

. Bulgarin: 14 December 1995;

. Czech Republic: 17January 1996;

. Slovenia: 10 Junie 1996.

I December 1997, the Luxemboiirg European
Council decided to open negotiations in 1998 with
six countries: Cyprus, the Czecli Republic, Estolia,
Hungary, Poland, and Sloveriia. These six countries form
the “first wave’ of applicant countries. A ‘second \vave’
willbe made up of Bulgarin, Latvia, Lithuania, Romaiiia
and Slovakia. Opening negotiations Ivitli these applicaiits
will depend on their political and ecoliomic piogress.

Al'ler t\vo yeais diiing svhich its application \vas put
on ice (1996 to 1998), Malta has indicated that it intends
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to return lo the negoliating lable. A special 1eport by the
Commission on tlie progiess made by Malta is due ont
sooll. This will allow a decisioll to be laken on wvhetlier
Malta can be included in the first or second wave of
applicanl countries. As far as Tuikey is conceried,
the Luxembourg Europeair Council coiicluded tliat the
political and econoiiiic conditions allowing accessioll
legotiationls to be envisaged were not yet satisfied,
and that the Eulopean stiategy to prepare Turkey for
accessioll slionld be contilued.

In the expansion process of the umnioil, determiiing
the conditions of the candidate countries reqiiires to do
a number of different reseaiches. At the same time, it is
difficult to do for the union to do this reseaich by itself.
For this reasol, the candidate countries will facilitate
the Solutions of these problenis by conductiiig such
lesearcli.

The purpose of this study is to contribute to the
union’s education by compariilg United Kilgdom,
Turkey and Litliuaria with each other and by delermining
thie positions of United Kingdom as an important meniber
and Iwo candidate countries, Turkey and Litliuania for
The European Union Aclion Progranime in the Area of
Education.

Method

The Europeal Union Actionl Progranime in the Area
of Education has been carried ot by local organizations
of the meniber and candidate countries. Because of
this, the “goals” of the educational systenis of these
countries ale very important. On the other hand, it is
very liecessary to include the Europeai Diliension in
their national education goals. Based on this conditioil,
first, tlie educational goals of United Kingdom, Turkey
and Lithuania were sludied in the light of the Europeali
Diiension Then these goals wele
colpared with each other. Then, ali the conditions of
these countries \vere colpared, especially as regaiding
the “Sociates Progranime” for the Europeair Urion
Action Progranime in the Area of Education

in Education.

Findings

This section of the study counsists of two parls. in

the fiist pait, ive conpare the educational goals of
United Kingdom, Turkey and Lithuania. The second
part of the section counisidels the findiigs of comparisolis
related to tle positions of United Kingdom, Turkey and
Lithuania for Socrates Progranime as an important part
of thie European Union Aclion Progranime in the Area
of Education

1 Coniparative  National Education Goals
of United Kingdom, Lithuania and Turkey for the
Europeal Ditiension in Education

1.1 National Education Goals of United Kingdom

for the Einopean Dimeiision in Education

Folloiving the European Community Council of
Ministers’ Resolulion on the Europeann Dimension in
Education of 24 May 1988, the Department of Education
and Science (DES), noiv the Department for Education
and Employment (DfEE), publislied the ‘Europearl
Ditniension in Education’ (DES, 1992). This document
sets out the Govenimelifs aiins in this area as (Eurybase
2001):

» helping pnpils and students to acquile a view
of Europe as a multi-cultural,
commuiiity which includes the UK;

mulli-lingual

 elicouragilg arvareiiess of the variety of Europeaii
liistories, geoglapliies and cultnres;

e preparing young people to lake part in the
ecollomic and social development of Europe
and niaking thei aware of the opportutiilies and
challenges that arise;

e elicouragillg intelest in and itnproving conipeterice
in other Europear laiiguages;

e imparting knorvledge of political, econoliic and
social developiiients, past, piesent and future,
including kiovvledge about the oligins, \vorkings
and role of tlie Europeair Commission;

» pronioting a sense of Europeail idetity, through
fiist liand experience of other countries \vhere
appropliate;

e pronioting an understanding of the Europeail
Comnuinily’s inteidependence \vith the rest of
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Enrope and with the rest of the world.

As is seen, national ediication goals of United
Kingdom liave essentially beenn accommodated to the
ediicational goals of the European Union. The country
has included the European Diinension in its ediication.
Actually, when the goals are examined it can be clearly
seen that theie is only a reference to “Enrope as a multi-
cultiral, munlti—Hingnal community which includes the
United Kingdom”. That is to say, it appeals that the
colicept of European Nation has replaced the concept
of an English Nation. Through their edncational goals,
basically, they aim to edicate individuals having
European valiies at a universal level.

1.2. National Ediication Goals of Lithtiania for

European Diinelision in Ediication

8 Decerltber 1995.
Accession negotiations started in Febriiary 2000 (Europe
Union 2002)

Application for EU accessioll:

In the Republic of Lithuania, ediication is a priolity
siipported by the State. It is based on the humanistic
values of the nation and world cultire, dernocratic
principles as well as generally recognized liiiman righls
and freedoms. Ediication predetermiines the cultural,
social, and economic progress of a country; it promotes
solidarily, toleralice, and cooperation of people and
natiolis.

I 1992 the Lithnanian Government approved a
General Concept of Ediication in Lithuania which has
beeir the maili and the 1ost iniportant document of
ediicational reform ever since.

The following were defilied as the most iniportarit
goals of the General Concept of Ediication (Enrybase
1999):

» to lelp the individual discover nniveisal hiinian

values and base his life upon then;

» to foster a person who is able to think crilically,
evalnale existential questionls, make decisiols
respolisibly, and operate indeperidently;

» to foster an individinal \vlio is prepared for
piofessional work, deteriiined and able to

adapt to an everchanging social, and economic
enviroiiment and to paiticipate in its bettermeit;

» to develop the individnal’s national and cultnral
colIsciousness;

 to prepare the persoil for democracy;
 toraise a citizen of Litliuania.

To achieve these goals a permaiient, differentiated,
and integlated edicational systern is being created in
Lithuania. The ediicational systern is based on European
cultural values: the absoliite value of the individnal,
1eighborly love, innate equality aiiong people, freedom
of couiscience, tolelance, the affirmation of delocratic
social relations.

Lithinania’s Ediication Goals iticliide universal huinar
values, free development of the individual, democracy
and also European and national values.
Compared to the United Kingdom as a meitiber country

cultural

it is clear that Lithuania’s goals on European ciltures
and values are not as detailed. In Lilhuaria’s goals there
are no clear statenients \vhich change national qualilies
into European qualities as is the case with the United
Kiligdom’s goals. Yet the last paiagraph nentions an
edicational systern that \vill be based on European
cultural values.

13. National Ediication Goals of Ttirkey for the

European Diinension in Ediication

The legal basis of Turkey - EU relations is the
attaclied protocol, \vhich is an indispensable part of the
partnership dociimenl enforced in 1973 \vith the Ankara
Partiiership Agreemerntl of 1963 envisioning the fiili
metnbership of Tirkey as the final target. Tuikey was
accepted as candidate country by unanimoiis vote al
the Enrope State and Government Leaders’ Siinimit in
Helsinki on 10-11 Decernber 1999. (MEB 2002b)

The general goals of National Educalion are (MEB
2001c):

1 To raise ali individuals as citizens who are
comniitted to the principles and 1eforms of
Atatiirk and to the nationalism of Atatlrk as
expressed in the Coustitution, who adopt, piotect
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and promote tlie nalional, moral, humaii, spirilimi
and cultural valiies of the Turkish Natiol, who
love and aKvays seek lo exalt their faniily,
country and nation, \who knosv their dities aid
respolisibilities tovvards tlie Republic of Turkey
Nwviiich is a dernocratic, secular and social State
govenied by the rile of law, foimded on linnian
righits and on tlie lenets laid dow in the preaiible
to the Counstitulion, and wlio have inlenialized
these in tlieir behavior;

2. To raise them as coustriictive, Creative and
pioductive persons \vlio aie physically, mentally,
iorally, spiritually and emotionally balanced,
liave a solind peisonality and character, witli the
ability to think freely and scientifically and liave
a broad worldview, that are respectful of humai
rights, valite peisonality and enterpiise, and feel
Iespolisibility tovvards society;

3. To piepare them for life by developing their
ilterests, talents and capabilities and providilg
them with the 1necessary kiiowledge, skills and
attitudes and the habit of workiig with otlieis and
to ensure that they acquire a profession \vhich
shall 11ake tliem happy and contiibute to the
liappiness of society;

i biief, theu, to increase the \velfare and liappiiiess
of Turkish citizens and Turkish society, on tlie one land,
and to supporl and accelelate econoniic, social and
cultural development within nationial unily and cohesioit,
on the olher liand, and finally to 1ake the Turkish Natioil
a couslructive, Creative and distingiished partner in
contemporary civilizatioll.

Turkey’s Ediication Goals incinde universal humail
valiies and derniocracy in a national fraiie. These valiies
are intended lo educate tlie individuals in harmoiy with
thie Turkish Republic. This seeliis to be a hindrance to
the conlribution of yonngsters to deniocratic and lniai
valiies. This loyally to tlie preseni valiies inay prevelil
the edication of individuals who can biing about Ihis
development. Hovvever, deriiocracy and univeisal linniai
valiies are concepts tlie development of which shonld be
atternipled. Othervvise, il will sel ve to maintain tlie statiis

quo. On thie olher hand, in Turkey’s Educalional Goals,
nothing is mentioned abont European valiies and it can
also be couisideled that ils goals are far fioni developing
into a Eulopean concept as is tlie case with Lithuania’s
goals.

In looking at tlie lenglhs of application piocediire,
it is clear that Turkey applied colisidelably earlier thai
Lithnania. it seeins that Lithuania has ediicational goals
which are 1more unified and related with the union. In
particular, the enphasis clearly nade in their goals
justifies this observatioil.

2. The Socrates Programme in United Kingdoin,
Lithuania and Turkey

Il is possible to reach the coinprehensive informatioii
related to Socrates Prograiiinie on the Europeall Union’s
web site. The conntries that have applied for the
prograiiinie are (Socrates 2002b): EU COUNTRIES:
Belgique, Denmark, Deutschland, Ellas, Espar'ia, France,
lieland, Italia, Luxenibourg, Nederland, Osteireich,
Porligal, Finland, Sverige, United Kingdom. EFTA/
EEA COUNTRIES: Island, Liecbtensteil, Noige.
ASSOCIATED COUNTRIES: Bulgary, Ceska
Republika, Cypriis, Estonia, Latvia, Litliuania, Hungary,
Malta, Polska, Roniania, Slovakia, Sloveriia (Socrates
2002a).

United Kingdolll as a member country is on this list.
In the saime way Lithuania as a candidate country has
beei also given place on the list. But Turkey had not been
given a place on the list. Ali the cuntries on the list have
been assigiied vveb space with a link to tliese siles fioni
the niain web site.

2.1.Socrates Programme in United Kingdoi

On the United Kingdom’s web site the practice
and the details related to tlie programme are preselited.
Correspondeiice details, further information and the
practice of United Kingdoli in this area is given lielovv:

Socrates National

Kingdou

Programme: Agelicies-Urnited

AH SOCRATES Actiolis excepl Erasmus

The Britisli  Council Edication and Training



THE EUROPEAN UNION ACTION PROGRAMME iN THE AREA OF EDUCATION: A COMPARATIVE ANAEYS1S 89

Group 10 Spring Gardens London SW1A
2BN. Tel: (44) 207 389.4157. Fax: (44) 207
389.44.26. E-mail: sociales@brilishcouncil.org

Internet; http://www.socrate.s-uk.net ERASMUS

UK- Soclates Elasmus Council Research and
Developnient Building University of Kent Canterbury.
UK-Kent CT2 7PD. Tel: (440) 1227 76.27.12; Fax :
(440) 1227 76.27.13. E-mail:
Internet: http://www.erasmus.ac.uk

erasmus@ukc.ac.uk

As seenl above, ali SOCRATES activities except
Elasmus ailecarried ont by The British
Education and Traininig Group and Eiasmus by lle
Soclates Elasmus Council Research and Developnient
Building at the University of Kent Canterbury. Tliere
ale addresses, telephones, faxes, e-mail and web sites for
both Sociates and Eiasmus.

Council

There is a list of Socrates projects currelitly unidenvay
in that aiea of the United Kingdotii. The projects on the
list are divided accoiding to region (United Kingdoni
2002a). The United Kinngdom Couiities and Regions are
East, East Midlands, Loiidoin, North East, Nortli West,
South East, South West, West Midlands, Yorksliiie
and Humberside. For exaniple, in the Noith West
there are Coineniius School Projects (Primary)-Saint
Joan of Arc RC Primary School, Coineriius School
Projects (Secondary)-All Saints Higli School, Coineliius
Language Projects- Toucai Enrope Ltd., Manchester,
Grundtvig Learning Projects- Ridge Danyers College
and Action for the Blind, Carlisle (United Kiiigdom
2002b). For exaniple, in of these projects (United
Kingdoii 2002c), Saiit Joan of Arc RC Primary School
wilh partners in Belgilim and Hungary. School Project:
Lydia, Sandor, Veerle in a School in the World, the 1iain
project activities can be seel as follow:

e Celebialing Christmas in our country
¢ Making a video

¢ What foods do we eat?

¢ Song and Dance

» Developing ajoint websile.

e Curricuhun areas covered: History, Geography,

English, PSE and Cultiire.

United Kingdom has beenr undeistood to put into
practice a lot of projects related to Socrates Prograiiiine.
When the project above is exaiiined, il is calls attentior
to activities related to Eiiropean cultiire. Moreover, this is
a nalural 1esilt. As it is expressed in the goals, education
is cousidered as an important iieans of creating the
Enropean cultiire. However, the United Kinigdom claims
that the biidget that the union provides is not sufficient
for iinplementing these kinds of prograiiine. in a study
coliducted by Biine (2002), it is stated that the budget of
Further Education in United Kingdoin has decreased as
the Union expaiids.

2.2. Sociates Prognnnme in Lithuania

Lithuaniia has been participating in the Socrates
prograniine since Noveriber 1, 1998. The second phase
of the prograiine covers the period 1 January 2000
to 31 December 2006. It draws on the experiences of
the first phase, building on the successful aspects of
the prograiime, improviilg and amalgamating several
of the previous Actions and introducing a number of
innovations. On the web site of Socrates Programme
created by the European Union, for Lithuania, the
following web site and to other correspondence addresses
is given (Lithuania 2002).

Socrates Programme: National Agencies- Lithuania

Ali SOCRATES Actions, ES Socrates programos
koordinavimo paramos fondas. Gelesinio Vilko g. 12
LT-2600 Vilnius. Tel: (370-2) 610.592. Fax: (370-2)
610.592

E - mail: socrates@socrates.|t
Internet : http://www.socrates. |t

As a candidate country, the reports presented by
Lithuania to the union can be 11sed as criteria to evaluate
what they have done for the programme. The followiiig
are presented as related to the subject in the report
submilted by Lithuania in 1999:

The reform of the education systeni, including
vocational educationn and traininig has started. in
particular, in February 1999, the Ministry of Education
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issiecl gunidelines for the ieorganization of the general
edication system. Since November 1998, Lithuania
has been paiticipating in the Colnimunity Progiamnies
Leonardo da Vinci, Socrates and Youth for Europe. In
1998-99, 432 students have benefited fioin Erasnius
mobility giants to study in EU corintries and 1177 yollig
Lithuanians have taken part in the Youth for Europe
prograiime. In 1998, 154 Lithuanians participated
in exchanges \vithin the frameivork of the Leonardo
prograiiinie (Regular Repoit, 1999).

These ale also presented in tlie 1epoit submitted in
2000: Since the last Regular Report Lithuania has niade
piogress il the area of edication and training. In 1999
Lithuania continiied to siccessfully parlicipate in the
Cominunity programmes. In addition, the Associatioll
Council adopted in Seplember 2000 a decision to alloiv
participation in the second phase (2000-2006) of the
Socrates and Leornardo da Vinci programmes. Lithuania
has made progress in reformiiig its ediication and training
system and in introdiciiig European stainidaids. Lithuania
should buiild on progress already achieved by completiiig
the legislative alignment and fully implemenling the
reform of the edication and training system. The EC
Socrates, Leoniardo da Vinci and Youth for Europe
programmes siiccessfully adminislered
in Lithuania by the national agencies.

have been
Lithuania’s
participation in these programmes durilig 1998-1999
was a good tool for its integration in Colnmunity
netivorks and the pieparation of accession. Lithuania has
prepared actively for participation froni 2000 in the new
programmes (secolid phases of Socrates and Leonardo da
Vinci, and Youtl) (Regular Repoit, 2000).

Finally, these are presented in the report submitted in
2001 Sote furlher progress has beell made in this area.
lii the past ycar, Lithuania has continiied to participate
in the Commuinily programmes. National policy in the
field of ediication and studies is implemented by the
Department of Science and Studies of the Minislry of
Edication and Science.

These Iepoits State lliat Lithuania actively joined the
first stage of the Socrates Programme and has starled to
introduce the necessary iegilations to take place in the

second part as \vell.
2.3. Socrates Programme in Titrkey

Ali conntries listed above but Tirkey ale already
participatiig in the programme. For Turkey, the year
2001 will be a piepalatory year (Europe Union 2002d).
Therefore, on the web site of tlie Socrates Programme
desigiied by The European Union, there is 110 \veb site for
Turkey. Likewi.se, as a candidate connlry, colisidering
the reports siibmitled by Turkey to the nnion, it has
been ninderstood thial Turkey is not participatiiig to the
programme.

The informalion available does not alloiv for
an evaliation of progress made in this field. The
Cominission and the Turkish authorities are cuirently
discussilig the preparatory measures to be put in place in
Turkey to allow fuluie participation in the Community
programmes Leonardo da Vinci I, Socrates Il and Youtli
for Emope. EU funding is foreseen for these measures.
(Regular Report 1999)

I the past year, furlher pieparalions took place for the
participation of Turkey in the Community programmes
in the fields of ediication, training and youlh. (Regular
Report 2000)

Oully limited progress has been achieved in the area of
education and training. A new ilnpetus has been giver to
Turkey’s preparalions for participatiiig in the Community
programmes in these fields (Socrates, Leoliardo da Vinci
and Youth). A preparatory phase \vithin Turkey under the
manageliienl of the Ministry of National Ediication is dne
to begin in 2001, with a view to full participation from
2003 omvards. A clear proposal is now 1ieeded on liow
the National Agelicy will be set up.

Examining the submitted reports by Turkey, Turkey
is in a position that cannot be comipared with United
Kingdom, even with Lithuania. I addition, it is claiiied
that Turkey lost its cliaiice for the first part, will lose out
in the second part as well (Duman, 2001).

Concliision

Ediication has a ciitical role for the exparision and
strenigtheriing of the union. The attitiides of individials
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will determine the siiccess of ali llie piojects that tlie
1nion Inidertakes. Education is lhe 1iost important
variable regarding these altiludes. Thal’s why bolh tle
member and candidate countries are concentrated on this
education variable.

Considering the findings of this study, it appeais thal
the importance of education has been well understood
in the United Kingdom as a member country. In other
\vords, the United Kingdom seeliis to liave included the
Eulopean Dimension in its education system through the
legulations in the goals and also \vilh involvement in
Socrates Programme. It will be an important step for the
other member countries to follovv a similar palh for the
achievemeurt of the unioi.

Il seeiris thal Lithuania, a candidate country, has
not completely included the European dimension,
which should have been done, in its education goals.
Considering the findings, it can be seen that Lithuania is
al an intermediate level in terins of The European Union
Actionn Plogramme in the Area of Education, or at least
the Socrates Programme. It is obvious that Lithuania is
trying to increase its level of paiticipation in the action
programme and the educational goals of the unioll.
Considering its populatioil and recently candidacy for the
unioll, it is possible to say that Lithuania is in a positive
situation.

Considering the findings in terins of Turkey, it
seellis that Turkey is not in a good positioll since it has
not included the Europeail dimension in its educational
programme. Similarly, it can be argued froni these
findings that Turkey has not been included in the unioil.
it inay be even more difficult to inake any improvemelits
although it has a long experierice in this area.

Dependiiig on the findings of this study, in general,
United Kingdom can be couisidered iiore successful tlian
the candidate countries of Lithuania and Turkey in regard
to harniony with and involvement in The Europeail
Union Actionn Programme in the Area of Education.
\Vlien compared to Turkey, Lithuania can also be
counsidered in a beller positionn and more successful as
a candidate country. The ieason underlying this failine
on the part of the candidate countries corpared to the

member otles sleins from the interpretation that lhey do
see the Europeain Dimension in Education as a studelit
exchange betweernl the countries. Hovvever, whetler as
candidate countries or not, Turkey and Lithuania have
a certain level of interaction witli the member and other
countries. This approach to education niay be iecogilized
as an obstaclc to full meinbership. For this reasoul, if the
candidate countries, (such as Turkey and Lithuania),
wvould like to be full meinbers of the unioii, thiey should
participate aclively in seveial action prograiiines in the
field of education (such as Socrates), firstly by includiig
the 1iecessaly 1egulations in their educatiolial goals (as,
for exaniple, has the United Kiiigdom).
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